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Introduction

A comprehensive re-mapping of Europe is now taking place, largely hidden from 
public view within Government research establishments, computer laboratories and 
universities.  Europe is being ‘re-imagined’ behind closed doors under a variety of 
European Commission initiatives by civil servants, programmers and computer 
scientists.  The vision behind all of this research is for the  development of a new 
European super-economy called  ‘The Information Society’.

The idea  that various populations of peoples and their relationships to information, 
markets, authority, objects, place, and geographic space could be redefined and 
‘remodelled’ is not new however. Key European Commission documents on ‘The 
Information Society’ address this issue and refer to it in terms of the need for 
knowledge retention in the face of rapid change. They point to the Middle Ages as 
an example  in history of a period of sudden knowledge loss and the urgent need for 
conservation. However, as sociologist John Roberts  points out, the very act of ‘re-
imagining’ Europe in the  Middle  Ages - at that time through the invention of 
geographic, drawn maps as we  know them today - actually went on to change 
society for ever:

“Emerging from the idea  of ‘Christendom’, Europeans . . now [took] a 
new view of themselves and their relation to the other peoples of the 
globe.  Maps are the best clue  to this change . . They are always more 
than factual statements. They are translations of reality into  forms we 
can master;  they are fictions and acts of imagination communicating 
more than scientific data. So they reflect changes in our picture of 
reality.  The  world is not only what exists ‘out there’;  it is also the 
picture we have of it in our minds which enables us to take a grip on 
material actuality.  In taking that grip, our apprehension of that actuality 
changes - and so does a wide range of our assumptions and beliefs.”.

John Roberts

Today Europe  is indeed being re-mapped. This time not through images of 
geographic space scribed onto parchment, but through the creation of a new, 
pervasive ICT infrastructure - a ‘net’, made up of sophisticated digital data files on 
our identity, attributes, movements, and interactions with objects, institutions and 
other people - all ‘understood’ through the medium of a  new ‘science’ - the science 
of distributed computing.
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In the Working Documents: ‘Science, society and the citizen in Europe’ / and the 
2001 ‘Science and Society Action Plan’ - published following the Lisbon summit of 
March 2000, the  European Commission laid out its vision for the  foundations of the 
new ‘Information Society’.  With the Commission firmly at the helm - “new 
connections would be forged  [through the deployment and use of these new, 
sophisticated information and communications technologies - ‘ICTs’] between 
citizens, scientists and policy-makers”. A wide range of interrelated programmes 
would thus be set in motion to encourage a greater co-operation and transparency 
between all parties.  In addition, through educational programmes, arts and cultural 
events, and with the co-operation of a  sympathetic media, the Commission would 
also seek to orchestrate a  new, closer, understanding between the citizens of 
Europe, governance and science*.

This is no traditional science however - the science of test-tubes, notebooks and 
microscopes. Instead, what the  European Commission had planned, was the 
specific development of new ICT tools - including Grid computing, to be used by 
governments for the collection and handling of vast amounts of digitised data  on 
their citizens - their attributes, complex movements, financial dealings and 
interactions with institutions and other people - on a scale far beyond anything seen 
in history - a new form of science*.  Grid computing (Grids) is a  specific form of 
distributed computing.  Distributed computing in turn is considered to be a science* 
- able to solve  large problems by giving small parts of those problems to  many 
computers to solve and then combining the  solutions for the  parts into a solution 
for those  problems. The employment and development of Grids is now everywhere 
in the  public sector in the United Kingdom.  Examples of those programmes which 
disclose the broad sweep of the European Commission’s post Lisbon 2000 ICT 
strategy - ‘The Information Society’ - include:

  Information Society Technologies - IST Framework Series

  i2010         SCADPlus

  e-science   (EU)          e-science   (UK) 

  e-social science   (EU)     e-social science   (UK)

  e-Health   (EU)            e-Health   (UK)

  e-SENSE

  Lifelong Learning Policy

  e-Government Action Plan
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Section 1

Executive Summary
In January 2009, the UK Department for Culture, Media and Sport and the then 
Department for Business, Enterprise  and Regulatory Reform, released an Interim 
Report on the  future of communications technologies policy in the  United Kingdom 
entitled ‘Digital Britain’.  This Interim Report focussed on the initial stages of the UK 
Government’s  response to a European Commission strategy to create a new pan 
European ICT based super economy -  ‘The Information Society’.

In addition, in recent years there  has also been a considerable amount of reporting 
and speculation in the British press over our perceived slide towards a “surveillance 
society”. The advent of geotagging (photographic  / mobile phone GPS), trackable Radio 
frequency Identification RFID chips (already in passports), and measures taken by the 
UK Government since 2007 such as new anti-terrorism legislation and the  legal 
power to merge  databases in 2008, has led to a growing unease among many in 
the general population who typically feel disempowered to stop what is seen as a 
relentless drive for tighter controls by the state.  Until now it has been difficult to 
meet that speculation with comprehensible findings - those ‘specifics’ which could 
explain the actual substance  behind the speculation and link it directly to plans for 
an expansion of ‘Digital Britain’.  This document makes that case.  It gives a brief 
outline of personal concerns about the substance behind the vision for ‘Digital 
Britain’ and the  underpinning European Commission plans for ‘The Information 
Society’ to which the UK is already committed, under the European Union Treaty 
of Lisbon.

Findings have been taken from  social anthropological academic research, conducted 
over an eight year period from 2002 -  2010 across seven European countries by 
University of Cambridge researcher, Ian Dent.  The content is  taken from  direct 
engagement, often as a participant, with over thirty government and European 
Union programmes primarily in the  UK, Sweden and Iceland. This document is not 
the full content of that academic research. It is rather, an outline comment on 
concerns which have a clear relevance to a wider readership. Over the last two 
years I have shared these same concerns - often face to face - with senior UK civil 
servants, officers from  several UK Government agencies (including in ‘round-table’ 
settings) and as a speaker at many conferences and workshops attended by a wide 
academic and public sector audience.
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Ian Dent is a media  anthropologist, professional media producer and former 
director of a commercial media company. He is at present conducting social science 
research at the University of Cambridge into the transfer of knowledge, new forms 
of cross-sector collaboration and the production of meaning within three ICT 
mediated networks (Grids) in Reykjavik, Iceland.  In addition, he has also 
conducted ethnographic field research since 2003 into the use of distributed 
computing, web services and telecommunications technologies as tools for e-
learning and for community engagement with regeneration programmes, as well as 
research into the genesis of the national e-social science programme in the UK.

As a UK Millennium Awards ‘Star Person’ in methodologies for public participation in 
government, and a  ‘Regeneration Champion’ for the UK Government South West 
Centre of Excellence,  Ian has advised in the  UK, Sweden, Iceland and South Africa.  
He  is also a UK Government Cultural Leadership Programme ‘Senior Cultural 
Leader’ for the South West of England in the  field of new digital media, and a Fellow 
of both the Royal Anthropological Institute  and the UK School for Social 
Entrepreneurs (Michael Young). In recent years Ian has been a social science 
contributor to:  European Regional Policy and  Beyond  2006  EU:  European  Rural  
Exchange   /  UK  Rural  Local  Authorities Structural Funds Partnership, and the 
European Programme Management Forum  EU: EFFEKT / Stockholms Regionens 
Europa Kommitté.  He has recently become a University of Cambridge ‘Rising Star’ 
and is  committed to outreach from the academy through the application of new, 
digital media based community building programmes.

Ian Dent / Gloucester Heritage Urban Regeneration Company (GHURC)
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The scope of this document

1. This document is designed to  be  provocative so as to stimulate  debate.  
However, 95% of the content can already be accessed on line in the public domain - 
albeit hidden within the specialist language of online European Union and ICT 
industry announcements, reports, and transcripts of speeches made  by senior 
European Commission officials over a nine year period following the European Union 
Lisbon Summit of March 2000.

2. There is a  dual revolution taking place. Firstly, in the emergence of ‘big 
information’ - that is, information and communications technologies (ICTs) which 
are specifically designed to  handle, correlate, and make sense of vast amounts of 
digitised data.  This revolution is being driven by commercial interests and includes 
new super-computing as well as the convergence  and interlinking of an increasing 
range of other communications and media technologies. This document will outline 
the relevance of this revolution with regard to plans for ‘The Information Society’.

3. Connected to this  is  also an impending crisis of meaning in government - where 
both the language about, and the models of how to both conceive and manage 21st 
century society are  being migrated intentionally from the commercial ICT sector 
into Government strategy and policies at the highest levels. Thus we are no longer 
conceived of as citizens, but re-cast as “informatnics” (those created ‘out-of’ 
information) as well as information  - mediated consumers of government services  - 

increasingly delivered through ICTs.

4. Human beings are also, alarmingly, being re-categorised in this new ‘Information 
Society’ as [computing term] ‘objects’ -   biological economic devices  - able  to be 
continuously tracked and mobilised  - alongside computer programs, ICT hardware 
and evolving forms of complex data, for the benefit of this new super-economy.

5. In addition, there is a revolution currently taking place over the idea of ‘science’.  
An appreciation of this point is central to an understanding of the context behind 
new ideas currently sweeping across the European Union which re-frame the 
processes of government as ‘e-scientific’ and not just administrative. These 
emergent ideas of ‘science’ in a government context are addressed in this report.  
Put simply, it is the classification given to the development of a massive new, 
linked, ‘smart’ [public sector controlled] ICT infrastructure, laid out across Europe 
[using distributed computing - GRIDS* ] and conceived  of,  in  itself,  as  a  science.

6. This document will outline all of these issues. It will expose  plans by the  UK 
Government -  in partnership with the European Commission and big ICT business - 
to significantly strengthen political and economic control over British society, by 
installing new, pervasive, linked ICT systems so as to ‘orchestrate’ society for 
efficient 21st Century governance and the best economic advantage within Europe.
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7. This document is clear to argue that none  of these intended developments may 
actually be “wrong” -  only that without true open, parliamentary and public debate 
using common language, the control and exercise of those changes could be open 
to serious abuse  - both by successive UK governments (whatever the  colour) and by 
the partner private sector  - particularly in the areas of civil liberties and privacy. 

8. It will contest that it is not simply enough to make on-line  ‘announcements’ 
using specialist public sector /  opaque, techno  - language, without also engaging in 
true, open, parliamentary and public debate.  Intended changes could 
fundamentally alter the structure of British society for ever.  We should have 
a say on the matter.   Planned measures will significantly strengthen both the 
power of the state - and more importantly, those who control it.  Measures will also 
transcend - because  of existing European Union Lisbon Treaty obligations - any 
change of government during 2010. 

9. This document will also show how many of the foundations have actually 
already been laid throughout the UK public sector for these new European Union  / 

UK Government linked ‘smart’ systems.  It will also address the connected issue  of 
a creeping ‘regionalisation’ of both governance and economic development, which 
gives a geographical face to the intentions behind ‘The Information Society’.

10. The urgency of this is  that whilst the 2009 Interim Report: ‘Digital Britain’ has 
only relatively recently been published and focusses mainly on the broadcasting 
industries and broadband - plans are  already well advanced for more far reaching 
measures, some of which could be implemented as early as 2011.
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Section 2

From the test tube to          
Big Brother

The control of science

Knowledge is perceived by the  European Commission as being under threat.  
Commissioner Viviane Reding - Former Member of the  European Commission 
responsible for Information Society and Media (2004 - 2010)  comments:

“The transition from the Roman Empire  to the  dark Middle-Ages was a 
painful one for society and for science. Masses of knowledge got lost and 
standards of living dropped dramatically. Scientific progress stopped. 
This was not because people had suddenly become less intelligent. One 
reason was that they simply had no longer access to and could no longer 
build on knowledge that was once the state of the art”. “This example 
shows two key points: in the first place the impact of collective 
knowledge on the economy and quality of life; in the second place 
the necessity of accessing and spreading this knowledge for 
making progress. I could rephrase this: scientific information systems 
underpin scientific progress, which in turn has a huge  effect on our 
economy and on our way of life. This has not changed over time”. 

This document does not dispute that there is good intention and a strong rationale 
behind the  vision for ‘The Information Society’ - only that the decisions over what 
to actually do about it are confused, flawed and potentially dangerous. The best 
way of highlighting this is to ask where the money is actually being spent and who 
will gain control over this new ‘knowledge’ when it emerges?  Funding for general 
scientific research in Britain has been a hallmark  of success for the UK Department 
for Business Innovation & Skills, in seeking to place  the UK at the forefront of the 
scientific community worldwide.  I have no issue with this.  However, there is also a 
deception at play where many exact homophonic terms are  used and easily 
interchanged - one (science) to mean more  traditional forms of scientific endeavour 
and the research infrastructure which surrounds it,  and another (science) which 
describes the ICT processing of ‘knowledge’ and the e-infrastructure being put in 
place to contain it - ‘The Information Society’.  Both are described as ‘science’.
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Plans for ‘The Information Society’ are already well advanced in the United Kingdom 
despite the absence  of any public debate.  Many of the foundations for it are now 
firmly in place. But it is Government and partner big business who will benefit, with 
only the secondary effects being felt in the wider society in a so-called ‘trickle  down 
effect’.  The control of this new knowledge economy, means control over society.

Governments and Local Authorities will always seek their own 
empowerment first - as  their  primary aim.

In the context of plans under ‘The Information Society’ to archive, preserve and   
translate Europe’s cultural heritage into  ‘assets’ for the economy within a  ‘single 
information space’, the European Commission has now stated that increasingly from 
2010, it intends to link ALL public funding for research in both the natural, and 
social sciences, to the requirement that researchers submit not only their final 
published work, but also their ongoing notes, logs, and experimental findings. This 
data will then be archived within new digital repositories under government control: 
(example) http://ww.dcc.ac.uk. This ‘raw’ data will then be made available to other 
researchers, Government departments and private companies within secure, virtual 
organisations - specialist Grid* collaborations between selective partners over the 
Internet.  No regular submission of ongoing test results /  logs  / field notes will mean 
a cessation of funding.

A new science of society

In the  social sciences,  a switching of public-sector grants away from the funding of 
more bottom-up, plural and diverse social science research initiatives has already 
begun. Concerns were raised in September 2008 by the British Academy, that UK 
Government funding bodies such as the Economic and Social Research Council 
(ESRC) were planning to fund primarily top-down, ‘strategic’ [government] 
research:  http://www.britac.ac.uk/reports/esrccons-08/index.cfm  An example  of 
one of the areas of this new, strategic research in the UK and funded by the ESRC, 
is in the formation of the multi million pound Manchester e-Research Centre: 
http://www.merc.ac.uk/?q=about , formerly the National Centre  for e-Social Science: 
http://www.ncess.ac.uk   The stated aim of this new organisation is:

“We are working with Social Scientists and Computer Scientists on tools 
and research which Social Scientists can take and use to help their 
research”.

However in practice, since 1999 when the original National Centre for e-Social 
Science was conceived, there  has been virtually NO direct relationship with 
existing social science debate, peer review and published work.
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The development of a new ‘e’ social science appears to have only one purpose in 
mind - that is, to establish “an enabling infrastructure  (e–infrastructure)” which is 
designed to handle  vast amounts of personal data on each citizen. Or in other 
words, ‘e-data’, mined from sources including conventional social research findings 
- so as to enable government agencies to engage in predictive modelling, profiling 
and the forecasting of potential economic and socio-political risk, in support of 21st 
century governance.    Society thus becomes the economy.

After conducting anthropological field research into the former NCeSS (now MeRC) 
over several years, I  can honestly say that whatever they are  doing . . it is not 
social science - at least in the sense of being part of a two hundred year academic 
tradition. If social science is simply the “gathering of data on a population - n ” . . 
then maybe.  Over 95% of those working in this organisation are actually computer 
scientists and programmers working on the modification of Grid middleware 
applications and other ‘highly influential communications technologies’, so that data 
- ‘collected’ by social scientists - can be fed into  a new surveillance and modelling 
net.  I am not alone in the view that the use of “social science” as a label for this 
activity is contestable:

“One of the defining characteristics of social science data is debate: 
social science concepts arise from debate and are indefinitely open to 
modification through debate. The inevitable result is a set of 
vocabularies characterised by imprecision, contestedness and mutability. 
In the  context of the project of grid-enabling social science  datasets, we 
believe that the challenge of these shifting vocabularies has been largely 
overlooked, with an implicit assumption that knowledge-management 
approaches which have been developed and tested in the physical 
sciences could be transferred to the social sciences. We believe that the 
result of applying such an approach to social science concepts would be 
imperfect at best, positively distorted at worst.”.          

NCeSS Paper            Phil Edwards, Judith Aldridge, Karen Clarke

This new science, which can be characterised by the electronic (ICT) collection and 
processing of large amounts of information (large datasets), is not based upon 
older, more traditionally understood models of science as characterised by human 
endeavour, debate, and the pursuit of mainly academic knowledge through 
systematic enquiry, observation and testing.
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Section 3

What are e-technologies?

Infrastructure - rewriting the ‘map’ of Europe

A key characteristic of all the  initiatives put in place to develop ‘The Information 
Society’ is that they all support in some form, the development of, and (or) the 
employment of new, pervasive e-technologies which have the  potential of being 
endlessly LINKED together as a whole, single, national and pan-European system.  
Associated with this are the protocols for their employment within their own 
particular area(s) of interest, and connected intellectual property rights. These 
technologies range from wireless devices and microprocessors permeating every 
area of European life  - as promoted for example by the e-SENSE initiative . . to 
powerful, ubiquitous super computing - Grids - offering high speed networking, 
modelling and visualisation tools / large-scale data handling, and distributed access 
and storage.

A key ‘buzzword’ with Grid programmers and those implementing e-systems across 
the public sector in the UK is infrastructure.  Euphemistically spoken of in terms of 
“enabling research??”,  the underlying purpose of these systems remains veiled . . 
hidden from public awareness.  This also raises questions over what the European 
Commission actually sees as constituting [social scientific] ‘knowledge’?  Few 
European Union and university conference websites remain from the period 2002 - 
2006 indicating the  science research priorities of that era. However, here are some 
examples: 1 2 3. This was the seminal period in the design of e-research strategies.   

Warnings from history

Reflecting personal concerns which have come out of a  direct contact with leading 
developers over eight years of research (and I have also sat on various academic 
and Government forums as a contributor), there are very worrying implications 
over the concept of ‘infrastructure’ which are simply not being addressed. 
Firstly as a parallel, we need to go back to the 19th century in Britain when the 
railway infrastructure was first pioneered.  In the Grid bible - “The Grid: Blueprint 
for a new computing infrastructure”- a theoretical work, first published in 1995 and 
edited by American computer scientists, Ian Foster / Carl Kesselman, parallels are 
drawn between Grids and the emergence of early railway networks.
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Connectivity, distribution and the  sharing of resources are all addressed - but the 
subject of resulting societal change is not.  During the 19th century, as a direct 
result of the establishment of both the railway and telegraph infrastructures, 
massive, unexpected social and economic changes subsequently took place 
throughout the Western world - even to the point of an altering forever of our 
concept(s) of time and simultaneity.  What is of concern now is that no-one seems 
to be watching out for what might happen to society (for good, or bad) through the 
laying down of this new surveillance-style-net infrastructure across Europe under 
the banner of ‘The Information Society’.

Similarly, the rapid expansion of the civilian and military railway infrastructure in 
Germany during the first third of the 20th century led to a very efficient network 
being put in place which could even connect with technologies across borders. That 
same infrastructure within ten years became used to efficiently transport millions to 
their deaths. This is a warning that just because Commissioners, civil 
servants, computer programers and middleware developers ‘can’ do it, 
should they?  Or at least, where is the public debate NOW, before it is too 
late?  These systems will be in place and working in the UK from 2011.

Before  moving on from this point, it is also worth mentioning that many historians 
still associate the rise of Adolf Hitler to the Nazi Party’s  direct links to big business. 
e-systems cannot function without the active partnership of global ICT companies.

There are also warnings that other nations have been here before  with far from 
positive social and economic outcomes - specifically resulting from  the application 
of what could be termed ‘expert policy science’*:

“In the three to four decades after 1890, [in the  United States], 
economics became an expert policy science* and academic economists 
played a leading role in bringing about a vastly more expansive state 
role in the American economy . . Less well known is that a crude eugenic 
sorting of groups into deserving and undeserving classes crucially 
informed the labor and immigration reform  that is the hallmark of the 
Progressive Era”.     

THOMAS C. LEONARD

http://www.princeton.edu/~tleonard/papers/Womenswork.pdf

These and other warnings from history show that with any new significant 
infrastructure comes unexpected changes within society. There  is also the question 
of who might become in control of that infrastructure? Masking the installation of 
systems as the cornerstone of ‘The Information Society’ behind a rhetoric of 
“research”, is to hide its true intent from the public gaze. History warns us to be 
vigilant. 
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What is Grid computing?

Grid computing is another way of distributed computing. Distributed computing [as 
already discussed above] is a science* which solves a large  problem by giving small 
parts of the  problem to many computers to solve and then combining the solutions 
for the parts  into a solution for the problem. Recent distributed computing projects 
[for example] have been designed to use the computers of hundreds of thousands 
of volunteers all over the world, via the Internet, to look for extraterrestrial radio 
signals, to look for prime numbers so large that they have  more than ten million 
digits, and to find more  effective  drugs to  fight the AIDS virus. These projects are 
so large, and require so much computing power, that it would be impossible for a 
single computer or person to solve them in a reasonable amount of time.

Many heterogeneous computing nodes (the  number of nodes is  not fixed, and 
varies depending on the availability) accessing the same data from a common data 
pool, computing this data  and producing results. The results go back to a  common 
point. All computing nodes of a grid run the same program  for the data computing 
task. In other words: A grid computing environment is inherently parallel, 
distributed, heterogeneous and dynamic, both in terms of the  resources involved 
and their performance.

“A ‘Grid’ is a type  of parallel and distributed system that enables the sharing, 
selection, and aggregation of geographically distributed "autonomous" resources 
dynamically at runtime depending on their availability, capability, performance, 
cost, and users' quality-of-service requirements. An “Embedded Grid” is a parallel 
and distributed system on a single board or within the same case. Grid computing 
is a  form of distributed computing that involves co-ordinating and sharing 
computing, application, data, storage, or network resources across dynamic and 
geographically dispersed organisations. Grid computing is a basic technology for 
high performance computing, including distributed computing, peer-to-peer-
computing and parallel computing. Grid computing promises to change the way 
organisations tackle complex  computational problems. However, the vision of large 
scale resource sharing is not yet a reality in many areas. Grid computing is an 
evolving area of computing, where standards and technology are still being 
developed to enable this new paradigm . . “  

Klaus-Dieter Walter  /  SSV Embedded Systems, Hannover, Germany

http://site.gridconnect.com/docs/PDF/Embedded_Grid_Computing.pdf
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The control of data

Having an understanding that distributed, or Grid computing is seen as a science*, 
is the key to an understanding of how the massive  marketing campaign by the 
European Commission between 2006 - 2009 to ‘bring science to the people’, 
directly links to  the development of a new, and potentially single, powerful pan-
European ICT infrastructure which will pervade every area of our lives in the  years 
to come. We are being told that “science [ i.e.. these systems  ] is good” . . But we 
are not talking about big filing cabinets here.

These are not 20th century ‘computational machines’ producing readable  files 
which, upon request, could be printed out in simple  report form, or as simple 
statistics.  They ‘think’.  The large data-sets produced within the Grid environment 
are not readable by any conventional lay definition. You will not be able for example 
to send away for a  copy of your own personal ‘file’ - it will not exist in that sense. 
The massive amounts of seemingly disparate data inputted, or ‘mined’ by both 
these systems and other ‘highly influential communications technologies’, is virtual, 
and constantly dynamic. This data is then stored within digital repositories and able 
to be  decoded, correlated, endlessly linked and then comprehension made of it by 
the systems themselves - according to a  particular security, Government, or 
European Union political imperative. This also enables the UK Government for 
example  to observe  the letter (but not necessarily the spirit) of assurances given 
within the  Interception Modernisation Programme (IMP). The concern is that with 
data held in such an ‘unfixed’ form, it could largely sidestep provisions made under 
both the  IMP Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 and the current Data 
Protection Act (DPA) 1998.

Once in digital form, encoded e-data can then be manipulated, transmitted at high 
speed across national boundaries, and ‘reconstituted’ into various forms: visualised 
- even as 3D images - constructed to “say something” about society, every 
community in Europe . . . and each citizen. This evolving, uncooked cake-mix of 
ingredients, or ‘profile’, will be  compiled and merged together from multiple sources 
including every single personal or business interaction with local, regional or 
national government / existing health care records / Biometric and DNA 
information / images, e-mails and SMS content.

No area of our lives will remain unaffected by the provisions of ‘The Information 
Society’. It might appear that database concerns, which are  currently being 
expressed with regard to different UK Government departments, are as separate 
issues.  They are  not.  All roads lead to the provisions required under ‘The 
Information Society’ as part of the Treaty of Lisbon. Every UK Government 
database (including our healthcare records) will therefore be submitted to digital
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repositories, and in time used to  support ‘e-research’ (the ‘profiling’ process) as 
part of what is described as an element of ‘effective e-government’.  Such is the 
coming centrality of profiling to future effective  government, that it is logical to also 
assume that at some point these profiles will also be used as the basis for 
determining a personalised healthcare budget for each citizen, based 
presumably upon an individual’s worth to the economy.

Data will also be merged from local planning documents  /  e-social science and 
geographic and spatial information / our travel patterns, through GPS and RFID 
tracking / educational records, vehicle  licensing, to passport control / from every 
library book we take out, to the taxes we pay.  Even the  content of our (secret) 
electoral vote.   This is why in the  2008 Coroners and Justice Bill, the  UK 
Government introduced the controversial ‘Data Sharing Measure’ - so as to gain the 
legal power to, in time, merge databases and thus maintain security, but also pave 
the way to create supermarket style  ‘profiles’ on each citizen and community - 
primarily as consumer(s) of public services.  Also, without true, open public debate 
in common language (and this is the key), agencies such as the  ‘Information 
Commissioner’s  Office’ in the UK simply appear to offer solace to the dying man, 
rather than halting the  execution. http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/library/
data_protection/practical_application/surveillance_society_summary_06.pdf  

Statistics and ‘truth’

One very important reason why the European Commission feels justified in 
pursuing this course, is that it would argue that Grid profiling is  simply one step on 
from the production of statistics - already accepted in common practice and 
similarly produced from collected and correlated data  from multiple sources.  Apart 
from the general lay opinion that statistics can often be  manipulated to “prove any 
point”, they do also present a fairly passive image in the  public consciousness.  
Statistics can be defined as ‘a branch of applied mathematics concerned with the 
collection and interpretation of quantitative data and the use of probability theory 
to estimate population parameters’ (statistical term: ‘n’ ).

However, Grid profiling comes out of a technological design that speaks of 
‘discovery’ - where data (i.e. ‘the truth’) is simply out there  somewhere . . to be 
discovered.  These systems do not suggest what is happening in society among real 
people who reflect both a diversity of culture and enjoy such non-statistical 
concepts as ‘meaning’ in their lives. The truth Grids discover are the  patterns and 
actions, or attributes of our existence which then come to define who we are for the 
purpose of governance.  In computing terms (where the concept originated), an 
‘attribute’ can be defined as:  ‘a specification that defines a property of an object, 
element, or file . . ‘ An ‘object’ in this [computing] context can be defined as:  
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a collection of co-operating objects . . . capable of receiving messages, processing 
data and sending messages to other objects and can be  viewed as an independent 
‘machine’ with a distinct role or responsibility . .

This is how each person will become defined within Grid profiling - as an object - a 
‘Biological Economic Device’.

Meaning and data

As anyone who has ever tried to sort out personal family photographs taken from 
another person’s collection will know;  once these objects have become detached 
from their original context / the system of values and actions that inspired their 
creation / their relationships to both the photographer and any other people shown 
in the images / buildings / views / date of origination etc etc - they not only 
become stripped of meaning against their original context, but become open to 
skewed interpretation by the viewer according to their own context.

In Grid profiling, the collection of data on each human life  (our ‘attributes’), thus 
becomes an exercise in  (even with the addition of metadata ‘tags’)  the  formation 
of decontextualised impressions, simulacra and speculation - then interpreted by 
machine, and formed into ‘the truth’ according to top-down expedience, ‘systems 
theory’ [see Section 5] and political imperative.

Meaning is not just an abstract concept.  As part of my own research into  possible 
alternative uses for Grid computing and other highly influential communications 
technologies, I  undertook a series of experiments in Reykjavik, Iceland during 
2004 as part of the Presidency programme for the Nordic Council of Ministers.  
http://formennskadansk.forsaetisraduneyti.is/Konferencer//nr/1270.  During an e-
social science data collection exercise  - using a range of new ICTs as well as 
extrapolating the possible  uses of Grid middleware  in data  interpretation, I 
addressed in detail the issue of ‘meaning’.

This project was conducted around a particular area of the city of Reykjavik which 
was due for redevelopment - Hlemmur.  A large amount of electronic data was 
collected and then interpolated into other forms which then could be more easily 
understood by a range of interested stakeholders  -  including Icelandic Government 
departments and national agencies.  The point is that:  The systems currently 
being developed for ‘The Information Society’ put into the hands of local 
communities, could revolutionise the way in which ‘meaning’ and diversity 
are expressed in measurable forms. The level of inability in communication 
between Government and local communities has for a  long time been in crisis in 
the UK.
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THIS is  the revolution which needs to take place through the introduction of these 
e-technologies . . not impoverished, top down, economy obsessed surveillance and 
profiling by a Government and European Commission who are no longer 
communicating with everyday people, but choosing instead to  consult entirely with 
experts and expert systems about us. This breakdown of communication between 
Government and the citizens of the UK has led to a crisis of trust.  The 
Government no longer comes to our front door and asks?  Through ‘The 
Information Society’, it tries to  take apart the very fabric of our house to gain 
access.  

There is also an issue  of ‘whose data is it?’.  The legacy of Western science is  that 
it is simply assumed that data is  ‘out there to be be collected’ - a kind of 
‘knowledge colonisation’. One of the lessons learned in Iceland was that data 
collected on individuals and communities can often appear as theft if those who 
are the subjects of that collection remain voiceless in the process and the 
subsequent use of that data. Complaints are  already on the  rise in the UK over the 
storage  of personal data, and of mis-information held on official files with the  often 
extreme difficulties in having errors corrected.

Trust and governance

Trust is an important issue as it has a value  to society far beyond passive ‘belief’.  If 
seen as such, it can be activating, enabling, and can be  employed as a  society-
builder. This is in contrast to  the  surveillance provisions of ‘The Information Society’  
which strip away many of the unseen bonds of trust which have in the past made 
our country economically secure and culturally strong.  Without going into an 
anthropological thesis, I  see trust as the activating word “through” - in the sense 
that if you approach, for example, a door with a belief that it WILL be open to you, 
in terms of: a) authorisation (i .e. your right to pass through) and b) security (i t 
will be unlocked to you), then your flow towards and through the door remains 
unimpeded and confident. Your trust therefore enables unimpeded flow.  If you 
understand society as a series  of flows - business / health / finance / families etc 
etc,  then any lack of topdown trust will impede and ‘filter’ those flows by installing 
barriers which then check and have to authorise our every action, rather than 
simply ‘regulating’ flow (see below).  In addition, over time, the ‘flows’ of society 
could even become self-impeded, as citizens / businesses and organisations adapt 
to more ‘measured’ forms of behavior - stifling creativity and entrepreneurship.

A lack  of top-down trust could actually damage the European economy. It is  not 
that creativity and entrepreneurship involve illegal activity, but there are often 
necessary grey-areas  in which businesses and individuals  “unfix,   transform, and 
then re-fix into new, clearly identifiable  and accountable situations.  Grid systems 
however only search for causal links - and therefore cannot give explanation to
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spontaneous, creative thoughts or actions.  What might seem to you as an 
amazing creative venture - daring, risky and its origin seemingly “plucked out of 
nowhere” . . to Grid systems (which are  characteristically “stochastic” in that they 
will always seek to resolve uncertainty.  Some are  even “evolut ionary” in that 
they will look for ‘fitness’ and select ‘preferable ’ attributes), the  gap has to be 
filled.  The system itself will therefore assume links of its own, with 
potentially disastrous outcomes for the profiles of those  individuals, businesses or 
communities involved.

We already have a mechanism of trust in place  - that of the ‘declaration’ - where 
WE ‘offer-up’ data, with the Government accepting this in good faith until 
otherwise revealed as an error, or fraud.    An open society functions in this way.

The UK Government in this sense  could be more  like  an industrial ‘governor’ to the 
flows of society. By regulating flow in the  same way that a ‘governor’ on an 
industrial machine might regulate  the flow and timing of production, so should 
effective  government enable the best possible flows of society.  However, to try 
and jump into the actual machinery and then start trying to control every 
movement - which is the whole  spirit of the thinking behind ‘The  Information 
Society‘ -  is, I believe, anti-government and a massive symptom of insecurity.

This topdown insecurity might be understandable given the unprecedented speed 
of changes taking place throughout European society. There is a central issue  here 
as to why a vast pan-European e-infrastructure  might be deemed necessary to 
maintain political and economic control.  It is both a practical and a philosophical 
issue:  

During most of the 20th century, citizens remained ‘visible’ to Government through 
various systems of public sector bureaucracy - registrations / regulations / 
geographically based legal and civic relationships with different layers of 
Government / voting etc).  Now in an age of decentralisation, hybridisation 
between government and the private  sector, accelerated globalisation, rapidly 
evolving communications, and often an increased ‘unfixing’ of our identity from a 
single geographical location, we are no longer perceived of as ‘being where the 
Government can find us’.   This is  partly a practical issue  - to do with ensuring 
efficient public service delivery.  However, it could also be indicative of a  return to 
another obsession by the European ruling elite - a ‘fear of the mob’.

The political agenda driving ‘The Information Society’ is an attempt to 
restore the visibility of each citizen so that political control can be re-
asserted. The economic agenda is less clear however - part utopian, part 
vindication of ‘systems theory’ [see Section 5 below] and in part, simply a  response 
to the lure of power offered by new ICT based super-financial systems - those 
which point to the eventual introduction of a ‘Globally Unique IDentifier’ for each 
human life as a ‘biological economic device’, within a new super economy.
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In this future world of profiling, if your DNA is on file, you are  a  woman whose 
mother and grandmother died of breast cancer and you have been unemployed for 
ten years, living on benefits and happen to have  friends in sensitive locations in 
the world to  whom you e-mail regularly about disconcerting political issues in the 
UK . . you will probably have  difficulties in gaining access to expensive  drugs or 
treatments on the  future  e-controlled National Health Service  - simply because 
your ‘worth-to-the-economy’ profile will give you a low - ‘biological-object-score’. 
In this respect, NHS funding will be ‘pegged’ to the data collected on each citizen.

In addition, if your lifestyle patterns (attributes) - as picked-up through RFID / 
economic transactions / patterns of consumption / patterns of travel / GPS (  geo-
tagging) etc - become ‘worked backwards’ (for example to your taxation records), 
and a  profile extrapolated by linked Government Grids, the Inland Revenue will be 
automatically alerted and then the onus will be  on you to justify what you have 
been doing and where the  finance has come from to achieve it.  If you have ever 
fallen foul of errors in Government bureaucracy and all the  stress involved in 
refuting allegations . . you have not seen anything yet . . .

Recent attempts by different levels of Government to gain access to social 
networking web sites, e-mail and mobile  phone content, could also be included in 
the formation of a dynamic profile  on every citizen.  Potentially, every CCTV 
camera in the land could be linked together, along with GPS spatial data  from 
mobile phones and data taken from every electronic financial transaction.

There are also further plans by the European Commission to directly involve 
themselves (in an attempt to ‘micromanage’ the economy) in the  development of 
what is called an “Internet of Things”:  http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/
policy/rfid/index_en.htm  The plan is that within a  few years, every object - from 
baked beans to cars - will contain a broadcastable chip (RFID), so that the 
movement of goods can be ‘tracked’ and then linked to the same dynamic Grid-
based profiles on individuals, companies etc.  [see “featured video” here]  It is the 
ability to handle  immense amounts of data within Grid middleware which is  driving 
this revolution.  So, beware . . when you next swipe your Oyster Card, that your 
clothes do not ‘give you away’!

In 1986, the  American Sociologist James Beniger published a book - ‘The Control 
Revolution’ - in which he discussed the  relationship between control and 
information technologies:

“Because both the activities of information processing and 
communications are inseparable components of the control function, a 
society’s ability to maintain control - at all levels from interpersonal to 
international relations - will be directly proportional to the development 
of its information technologies”.

James Beniger
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Section 4

How to make water go up 
hill

The installation of Government e-systems by stealth

Unknowingly, and staggeringly, without any public debate  at all over the last few 
years, tens of thousands of public sector workers in the UK and their connected 
agencies, are already involved in the restructuring of their organisations in 
readiness for ‘The Information Society’.

Linkable  e-systems are  being installed all over the UK within national, regional and 
local government agencies, universities and hospitals. Public sector employees are 
being trained in new ICT e-protocols, and there  is certainly ‘chatter’ everywhere 
now about “datasets”  /  “data mining” / “virtual organisations” / “regional development 
strategies” / “skills for lifelong learning” and the like. This is ALL reflective of a move 
towards the new linked e-infrastructure controlled by both the state  and a new 
regionalised European Union.  In this ‘chatter’, the Euro-citizen is cast not as a 
diverse, creative  being, but as a skills-based ‘asset’ for ‘The Information Society’, 
and “object” within a new, super e-economy.

A characteristic of the  effectiveness of this gearing up for e-technologies (and its 
connected, regionalied, ‘skills’ agenda), is that there is no open, public debate 
and challenge as to “whether we should be doing this, just because we 
can”. This has been my main concern.

There is also a  characteristic (and strangely unique?) chronic lack of comprehension 
between those actually engaged in implementing the different strands of the overall 
vision  - where two nation-wide UK Government agencies for example could be 
following almost identical, parallel, regionalisation and ICT-based e-trajectories - 
yet one cannot appear to  relate to the other,  or in some cases even make  sense or 
acknowledge any relevance  of what each other is doing.  This appears not to be the 
case however with the UK Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, who are 
the key instrument in ensuring the  European Commission directives for ‘The 
Information Society’ are  implemented in the UK.  In this respect, an urgent public 
scrutiny of the work of BIS and the UK Technology Strategy Board is needed.

21

http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/further-education-skills/skills-for-growth
http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/further-education-skills/skills-for-growth
http://www.bis.gov.uk/News/Speeches/think-digital-technology-for-britains-future
http://www.bis.gov.uk/News/Speeches/think-digital-technology-for-britains-future
http://www.innovateuk.org/ourstrategy.ashx
http://www.innovateuk.org/ourstrategy.ashx


Beyond Broadband: The True Cost of Digital Britain

 ____________________________________________________________________

This confusion I believe  is  simply tolerated - with many senior civil servants left to 
piece together incomprehensible directives passed down from the  European 
Commission /  BIS and interpret them as best they can for their own departments. 
Confident, glossy reports are  then produced, showing this interpretation . . and 
almost ‘willing them’ into bite-sized objectives which then appear to fit with the 
aims of that particular department. The result is stress and confusion as civil 
servants grapple with often incomprehensible and constantly shifting targets. A 
clear example  of this is the messy recent transition between the former Learning 
Skills Council and the new Skills Funding Agency / Young People’s Learning Agency.

One of the pillars of ‘The Information Society’ is skills development - particularly  in 
the area of digital skills.  The vision is for each individual to  develop capacity to 
function (and I use the word intentionally) within the  new super-economy - ‘The 
Information Society’.  This is why the Learning Skills Council was abolished with its 
foundations in Education, and the funding then given to a  subsidiary of BIS who are 
primarily a business  department.  Putting this together with the aims of ‘Digital 
Britain’ - which is also handled by BIS, a pattern emerges where again, all roads 
point to  the move from citizen, to skills-based asset for a new super-economy - 
‘The Information Society’.

Funding - the chosen method of implementation

The chosen method of implementation widely used across the public sector and 
universities in the UK, operates in a very similar fashion to a  series of lock gates 
within a canal system (i.e.. How to make water go up hill). Orchestrated, top down 
changes are made, by both the  European Commission and UK Government / BIS 
http://www.bis.gov.uk/ to the strategic plans of a  particular public sector 
organisation over a period of time (for example: the ESRC). These changes are 
then supported at each stage by new, replacement funding - pegged to the 
adoption of those changes and disseminated downwards by new application criteria.  
Public sector bodies, their related agencies and universities are thus slowly moved 
along in a particular direction as they see  one  initiative close behind them and as 
they ‘chase’ the replacement funding into the next. Thus, initiatives which were 
being heavily funded one year, could be  drastically changed the next - with new 
criteria, targets, emphases and new funding.  In addition, there are  even new 
buzzwords to accompany those changes which match the agenda of the funder. 

Alterations to the structure  of UK Government agencies are currently taking place 
precisely because of the installation or activation of the  linkable systems which are 
the subject of this document.  These include the introduction of e-tools.
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Although currently more advanced in the  UK than perhaps anywhere  else in Europe, 
in context, new forms of e-data gathering are being systematically developed 
across the whole continent as well as across the United States, Japan etc . . to a 
master plan far beyond anything else seen in history.  For example, by the  time I 
became personally involved in 2002, the  EU had already spent 470 billion Euros on 
the development of these technologies with, - by their own admission - “no 
certainty that they would even work”.  It is possible to rate this  leap in 
computerised data handling as being more significant than the  whole of the  history 
of computing put together. Over the same period, the rise  in commercial companies 
also offering data gathering tools has been very significant - many of them already 
highlighted in recent articles in the media.  I would say however, that with any 
grand vision, there is also the very strong possibility that the systems being 
developed by the public sector could quickly become dinosaurs in the light of the 
spread in development of other leaner, meaner, and cheaper private sector 
alternatives.  I am not sure however which is more  of a  concern, a world controlled 
by Google or one controlled by Big Brother!

However in the context of this document, they can all be identified as containing at 
least two relevant interconnecting themes:

1. The employment of new, ‘e’-technologies

2. The political will to create ‘The Information Society’.
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Section 5

Infrastructure and the 
regionalisation of Europe

The ‘geography’ of infrastructure

The creation of a new, powerful grid-based ‘smart’ public sector ICT infrastructure 
across Europe as the cornerstone of the new ‘The Information Society’, can also be 
seen as a development issue - where the  whole of the European Union is being 
reconfigured, or re-mapped, away from  the restrictions of national boundaries to a 
regional model of politico-economic governance: 

“The Structural and Cohesion Funds are the European Union’s main 
instruments for supporting social and economic restructuring across the 
EU. They account for over one third of the  European Union budget and 
are used to tackle regional disparities and support regional development 
through ac t ions inc lud ing deve lop ing in f ras t ruc ture and 
telecommunications, developing human resources and supporting 
research and development”.

The former Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform

http://tna.europarchive.org/20081112123919/http://www.berr.gov.uk/
whatwedo/regional/regional-development/index.html

Debates about sovereignty become redundant when matched with economic 
development plans by the European Commission for a single, yet regionalised 
Europe. Control over economic development is already being placed into  the hands 
of regional authorities in a  pattern reflected across the  whole of the European 
Union. http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/atlas2007/index_en.htm#  A federal 
Europe is already a reality with regard to both geographic and ICT 
infrastructure development, of which ‘The Information Society’ will 
become the cornerstone. 

Here is a list of some examples of the  UK Government agencies and related non -
governmental organisations (NGO’s) in England which have already switched away 
from a national, to a regionalised model in recent months:
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Moving the whole of Europe - social mobilisation

Since world war two, the dominant development model employed by both the 
European Union and the  United Nations, has been that of “Social Mobilisation”. 
Typically under this model, programmes attempt to move  whole populations usually 
within ‘developing’ counties or regions - for example from poverty to income 
sustainability /  from poor health to sustainable primary health and so on. The key 
point in this is both scale . . and ‘top-down’ control.  It is also  a characteristic of 
Social Mobilisation programmes that they are designed in such a way as to draw 
mass populations into  the  political process by stimulating a public response through 
the actions of decentralised governance. However, in practice, Social Mobilisation 
programmes often lead to polarised views at grass-roots level, producing alienation.

Informed by ‘social systems theory’, Social Mobilisation is also the preferred model 
used by the UK Government within both local regeneration programmes: http://
www.communities.gov.uk/citiesandregions/regeneration/ and other economic 
development initiatives in the United Kingdom such as ‘Local Area Agreements’. 
These activities rarely commence spontaneously at grass-roots level. They are 
politically motivated, having been designed to draw local communities into the 
politico-economic process, through public engagement at regional level. The 
Department of Communities and Local Government states:  “Through these means, 
LAAs are helping to devolve decision making, move away from a 'Whitehall knows 
best' philosophy and reduce  bureaucracy”. However, public consultation exercises 
monitored by regional authorities - usually Regional Development Agencies in 
England:  http://www.englandsrdas.com/ / Invest Northern Ireland / Cymorth 
Hyblyg  i Fusnes in Wales, and Scottish Enterprise, in partnership with  commercial 
developers,  rarely bring positive engagement with local communities.

• Regional Development Agencies
• Skills Funding Agency
• Young People's Learning Agency
• Arts Council
• Regional Cultural Consortiums
• Government Offices
• European Parliament Constituencies
• Local Authority Leaders’ Boards
• NHS Strategic Health Authorities
• Local Authority Subdivisions of England
• Standard Statistical Regions
• City & Guilds Regions
• Edexcel Regions
• Higher Education Regions
• National Education Network Regions
• Local Area Agreements
• The Children’s Workforce Development 

Council
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They often fail to meet the needs of the communities they target, despite well-
meaning efforts to consult. It is worth thinking of this basic failure to communicate 
in terms of facsimile machines:

      

Fax machines communicate by establishing a link, or 'hand-shake', with an 
identically configured machine. Since grass-roots communities are not configured to 
relate to regeneration bureaucracy-speak, true comprehension and understanding - 
particularly over seemingly intangible issues such as ‘meaning’ and the complexities 
of cultural diversity at local level vis-à-vis how these might relate  to the economy - 
are typically missed.  This is  the same basic issue as already discussed in relation 
to the upcoming Grid profiling - where systems recognise  ‘attributes’ rather than 
more intangible evidences of human existence such as meaning and a ‘sense of 
place’. There is a common pattern emerging here, and it says something about how 
systems-theory-influenced top-down government actually views human existence.

In the case of established geographical economic development activity such as 
regeneration programmes, sustainable communities initiatives and Local Area 
Agreements, regional agencies such as RDA’s, (who hold both the funding and a 
specific European Union agenda) unwittingly or otherwise typically resort to setting 
up unrepresentative  committees of local people with whom to relate  and who 
crucially can speak the same language as themselves. This is a Metacommunity - or 
a ‘community talking about a community’.  The  money, in time, then gets spent - 
but with only the appearance of local grass-roots involvement.  The cost of this 
failure in comprehension by regeneration agencies when it comes to local 
uniqueness, has already led to a  gradual stripping away of true local diversity 
across Europe, in favour of easier and more standardised governance and greater 
managerial control by the state. We worry about the  loss of the global rainforest, 
but the loss of cultural and economic diversity in Europe  is equally as damaging.  In 
this sense, Social Mobilisation and Grid profiling share the  same underlying almost 
‘eugenic’ mission - that is, to screen out anything that cannot be  understood in 
terms of top-down, ‘systems theory’ economic development. It is impoverished, a 
form of ‘social and cultural eugenics’ . . . dangerous.
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Section 6

Supermarket government

An example of the shift towards Government control and the sense of Government 
as also ‘offering products and services’ in the commercial sense, can be seen in the 
spirit of the new Directgov initiative in the UK - both on-line, and through other 
convergent means of delivering public e-services - such as Directgov  as  a  new  
channel on digital television.  Directgov is part of the wider and recently announced 
“Digital Britain” initiative  - which in turn falls within the UK’s contribution towards 
“The Information Society”.  As a  way of interfacing with different Government 
services, the www.direct.gov.uk website is  very easy to use  and a very good 
resource. I have no questions at all about this useful service.  My attention is drawn 
however to the introduction of Directgov on digital television as a model of things to 
come.

The mandatory switch over from analogue to digital television in the UK (and 
across Europe), is NOT being driven by a desire by Government to provide  each 
citizen with better screen quality and more viewing choice.  No, it is so that every 
citizen has access - electronically - to  Government e-services . . and in time, the 
Government having access to us through the  same medium. The potentially 
invasive nature  of this direct access into every home in the UK will in time match 
with the ‘no-excuse’ stance embedded in the  language of Grid profiling and 
tracking.

In addition, the growing get-tough policy of the Television Licensing authority in 
the United Kingdom, in partnership (for revenue collection) with private business 
to enforce  license ownership, is also the shape of things to  come. Within a few 
years, I believe it will become mandatory in the UK for every citizen to have an 
accountable and confirmed form of personalised access to, and from  Government 
(probably enforced through PIN number access to wider public services only being 
given via Directgov) via  either broadband / digital television, or some other form of 
e-technology such as an Internet enabled mobile phone.  Control will therefore 
extend to each individual directly in this way. We will also be ‘tracked’ as to 
whether we make active use of these services or not.  This is the emerging ‘spirit’ 
of ‘The Information Society’ which, through the exact-sensitive nature  of ICT 
programming, maintains the TEXT of written law to the exclusion of the 
INTENT of  the law, elevating strict adherence to law over justice, mercy 
and common sense.   Could this even signal an end to Liberalism in Europe?
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Tracking from cradle to  grave is already upon us as a preparation for ‘The 
Information Society’.  For example, the recent introduction of the huge 
Government database -  ‘Contact Point’ to  hold comprehensive information on 
every child  in the UK, is part of the same Grid profiling initiative, to track and 
control every citizen from cradle to grave.

Whilst a vision for a ‘single  European information space’ and ‘The Information 
Society’ might remain compelling (if you read the  published material from the 
European Commission) - and empowering for the  European economy - I believe 
that after a detailed investigation spanning eight years and across seven countries 
with unprecedented access to over 100 sources, in its current form and without 
proper public moderation, it is both flawed . . . and potentially very dangerous.

The problem lies squarely with the  European Commission and with the UK 
Government - and not with the technology as such.  The same range of 
technologies could revolutionise public participation in Government, and 
significantly influence the future of shape of Europe.  Currently there is 
NO major public sector funding for exploring this alternative use.  Every 
citizen should ask “Why?”  Despite  an almost religious fervour among many ICT 
developers both within the public sector, universities, and associated ICT 
companies over the implementation of these  systems - and yes, maybe they have 
too easily and blindly ‘bought-into’ the EU’s utopian vision - nevertheless, when 
jobs and careers are involved, few are  prepared to question the  underlying 
implications for the future of European society in the work they undertake each 
day.
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Section 7

Final quote

“Europe is  being colonised by a new ruling elite  . . one which has its own specialist 
language and culture . . and its own system of values.  Whilst being resourced and 
funded by the everyday citizens of Europe, it nevertheless chooses to partner itself 
with big business in the development of a powerful ICT infrastructure  that 
unremittingly gathers intelligence in support of the objectives of that alliance. This 
power has its own narrow ‘utopian’ vision - one which strengthens an economic and 
ICT proficient sector of European society, whilst stripping away every form of 
localised meaning and diversity in its path.  By stealth it pursues a policy of socio-
economic eugenics, ‘objectifying’ human existence through the  pursuit of profiling - 
finally adding each citizen to a list of ‘property’, owned and ‘mobilised’ within the 
environment of a new super - ICT - regionalied economy.  Finally, by abandoning 
Enlightenment ideals and redefining the meaning and purpose of scientific 
knowledge and endeavour, expedience rather than reason has thus become the 
basis of rule . . . and so, an iron net is now descending upon Europe”.

Ian Dent

University of Cambridge

Digital version with hyperlinks:

http://www.iandent.com/beyondbroadband

(c) April 2010
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